September 15, 2009

Mission:  Chochmat HaLev is a spiritual community focused on the renewal of Judaism as a joyful and relevant path for people who choose to live a spiritual life.  We provide opportunities to deepen spiritual practice and connection to the Divine through meditation, prayer, study, service, and celebration.

Present:  Susan Berger, Maurice Abrams, Dolores Leavitt, Alix Wall, Andrew Utiger, Hank Obermayer, Jeffrey Fry, Miriam Smolover, Jim Sinkinson, Abro Sutker, 

Non-voting:   Larisa Blum, SaraLeya,  Lauren Giniger

AGENDA:

Teaching, inspiration:  Rabbi Sara Leya

(Minutes of last minutes approved were not approved since the Secretary had not sent them to the Board on time)

HHD Update--Lauren Giniger--  Security issues.  Reminded us to stay connected with ADL.  Security ends when parking lot is cleared.  The Board should be alert.  All Board to have number of emergency Berkeley PD 510-981-5911 on cell phone.  There is another group having a meeting in the same building as CHL on YK until 3PM.  Board to take turns at Information (Hospitality) Table.

 Finance Report—Jim—(See report)--We had a loss of $9141 which wiped out our YTD profit we had accumulated.  We are still doing a lot better than last year.  Expenses are down.  We need to continue increasing membership, donations that match last year, more programming revenue.  We must keep our expenses down. 

Brian is requesting $100 more for musician.

Building—Stucco is finished.  Needs to be painted. Came under budget, $2800.  Windows in Garden Room are going to be more that $200 to fix.  We are missing the curtains and tent for the Torah for HHD.  The building committee has a list of repairs that it recommends.  

Membership: We have 40 new members. Many people are joining at low HHD rate.  November 6 we will have a new membership gathering.

Programming Report--Larisa gave a report.  Projected to have Adult Education as focus.  Numerous programs.  There are many programs for preparing the HHD, maybe too many.  The B’Nai Mitzvah program has 11-12 participants.  The Hebrew School has 16 students currently.

Discussion about who and what committee is in charge of making sure we are marketing ourselves properly.  Recommended that the Communication Committee be in charge of  both announcements  and thinking about what materials needs to be out when we have a Friday night service and HHD.  

Announcement at HHD—Communication Committee will handle.

Meeting Adjourned.

Next Board meeting is October 20th 

